Madagascar's botanical diversity is exceptionally high, with an estimated 13 -14,000 species of vascular plants, a majority of which occur in forest habitats, and more than 90 % of which occur nowhere else on earth (Phillipson et al. 2006 ). Some of the island's tree species have a high commercial value, in particular the rosewoods and palissandres (members of the genus Dalbergia L. f., Fabaceae) and ebonies (Diospyros L., Ebenaceae) (Wilmé et al. 2009 ). Dalbergia includes 48 currently recognized species in Madagascar (Bosser and Rabevohitra 1996 , Du Puy et al. 2002 , and Diospyros has ca. 85 recognised Malagasy species, with nearly twice as many still unnamed (Schatz 2001, Schatz in litt.) . Despite recent taxonomic work on these There has long been an understanding among local authorities that legislation relating to these precious sources of timber is a complex matter, and the status of its export has oscillated between outright bans, the first of which dates back to 1975 (Ballet and Rahaga 2009) 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The data we have compiled for the present study on the export of precious timber includes some astonishing revelations:
•
The number of logs of precious timber exported monthly from the port of Toamasina increased from 332 in 1998 to 4,108 in 2000.
• • Research published by Kozak and Canby (2007) reveals that China is purchasing vast quantities of unprocessed timber from various countries. This is also alluded to in Goldstein et al. (2006) . (Table 1 ).
• The timber exported from Toamasina in 2001 originated mainly from the Masoala Peninsula, including Masoala National Park, but also from Marojejy National Park (Stasse 2002 ).
• A total number of 571 containers of rosewood, worth an estimated US $ 120 million, was exported between late January and the end of April 2009 (Wilmé et al. 2009 ).
• One log of rosewood is ca. 196 kg (Stasse 2002) . The logs are then transported by people from inside of the forests and then floated on rafts or carried on dugout canoes. They are then transported in trucks to ports where they are packed into containers (Débois 2009 when it comes to legislation concerning export of precious timber, local people -those who suffer most due to weak governance and also sanctions -are virtually forced into a situation where they have to seek employment in the illegal logging industry.
The accelerating run now being made for Madagascar's precious wood is driven by a continually growing demand in the international market, particularly in China (Laurance 2008 
